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country taught them, in unmistakable accents, that
they must yield to its demands without delay.
Lord Derby, who called Household Suffrage "a
leap in the dark," never pretended to be convinced,
still less to convince others, of its expediency. As
for Disraeli himself, the only educator we can
compare him to is the Faliscan schoolmaster of
early Roman history who surrendered his young
charges to Camillus. Three Secretaries of State,
who may be taken as fairly representing what the
party really thought, resigned rather than agree to
a much more limited franchise than that ultimately
accepted. One of them, the future Lord Salisbury,
was credited with an article in the Quarterly
Review, passionately denouncing what it called
the Conservative surrender. As for the rank and
file, they simply yielded to the obligations of party
discipline and to the dread of a dissolution in case
they refused to follow their chief.

If Disraeli expected his party to gain by the
Tory Reform Bill, he was grievously mistaken.
Their domestic policy suffered a crushing defeat
on an appeal to the people in 1868 ; their foreign
policy a defeat still more crushing in 1880. His
dream of restoring the royal authority has not been
fulfilled ; his friends of the territorial aristocracy
have yielded to considerable inroads on their
dignities and proprietary rights; an entire branch
of the Anglican Establishment has been lopped off,
and its privileges as against Dissent have been
sensibly curtailed. Tory statesmen, beginning
with himself, have, it is true, enjoyed extensive
terms of office; but this, which would have come